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The history of Judaism has for too long been dominated by the theme of
antisemitism, reducing Judaism to the recurrent saga of persecution and the
struggle for survival. The history of philosemitism provides a corrective to that
abysmal view, a reminder of the venerable religion and people that have been an
inspiration for non-Jews as well as Jews. There is a poetic justice – or historic justice
– in the fact that England, the first country to expel the Jews in medieval times, has
produced the richest literature of philosemitism in modern times. From Cromwell
supporting the readmission of the Jews in the 17th century, to Macaulay arguing
for the admission of Jews as Members of Parliament in the 19th century, to
Churchill urging the recognition of the state of Israel in the 20th, some of England's
most eminent writers and statesmen have paid tribute to Jews and Judaism. Their
speeches and writing are powerfully resonant today. As are novels by Walter Scott,
Disraeli, and George Eliot, which anticipate Zionism well before the emergence of
that movement and look forward to the state of Israel, not as a refuge for the
persecuted, but as a "homeland" rooted in Jewish history. A recent history of
antisemitism in England regretfully observes that English philosemitism is "a past
glory." This book may recall England – and not only England – to that past glory
and inspire other countries to emulate it. It may also reaffirm Jews in their own
faith and aspirations.

Legacy
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The Tattooist of Auschwitz
Historical astronomical records can play an important role in modern research,
especially in the case of ancient Chinese observational data: sunspot and aurora
records are important for the study of solar variability; solar and lunar eclipse
records for the study of the Earth's rotation; records of Comet Hally for the study of
orbital evolution; "guest star" records for the study of supernova remnants;
planetary conjunction records for research in astronomical chronology. In the past,
Western scientists have not been able to exploit these valuable data fully because
the original records were difficult to gather and interpret, and complete English
translations have not been available. East-Asian Archaeoastronomy is the first
comprehensive translation into English of such historical records for modern
research. The book also features an introduction to East Asian astronomy and
offers guidance on how to use the records effectively. It will not only be a valuable
research tool for astronomers but should also be of great interest to historians of
China and Chinese science.

The Jews and Modern Capitalism
Marx, Freud, Proust, Einstein, Bernhardt and Kafka. Between the middle of the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries a few dozen men and women changed the way
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we see the world. But many have vanished from our collective memory despite
their enduring importance in our daily lives. Without Karl Landsteiner, for instance,
there would be no blood transfusions or major surgery. Without Paul Ehrlich no
chemotherapy. Without Siegfried Marcus no motor car. Without Rosalind Franklin
genetic science would look very different. Without Fritz Haber there would not be
enough food to sustain life on earth. These visionaries all have something in
common - their Jewish origins and a gift for thinking outside the box. In 1847 the
Jewish people made up less than 0.25% of the world's population, and yet they saw
what others could not. How?

Running Commentary
An erudite and accessible survey of Jewish life and culture in the twentieth century,
as reflected in seminal texts. Following The People and the Books, which "covers
more than 2,500 years of highly variegated Jewish cultural expression" (Robert
Alter, New York Times Book Review), poet and literary critic Adam Kirsch now turns
to the story of modern Jewish literature. From the vast emigration of Jews out of
Eastern Europe to the Holocaust to the creation of Israel, the twentieth century
transformed Jewish life. The same was true of Jewish writing: the novels, plays,
poems, and memoirs of Jewish writers provided intimate access to new worlds of
experience. Kirsch surveys four themes that shaped the twentieth century in
Jewish literature and culture: Europe, America, Israel, and the endeavor to
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reimagine Judaism as a modern faith. With discussions of major books by over
thirty writers—ranging from Franz Kafka to Philip Roth, Elie Wiesel to Tony
Kushner, Hannah Arendt to Judith Plaskow—he argues that literature offers a new
way to think about what it means to be Jewish in the modern world. With a wide
scope and diverse, original observations, Kirsch draws fascinating parallels
between familiar writers and their less familiar counterparts. While everyone
knows the diary of Anne Frank, for example, few outside of Israel have read the
diary of Hannah Senesh. Kirsch sheds new light on the literature of the Holocaust
through the work of Primo Levi, explores the emergence of America as a Jewish
home through the stories of Bernard Malamud, and shows how Yehuda Amichai
captured the paradoxes of Israeli identity. An insightful and engaging work from
"one of America’s finest literary critics" (Wall Street Journal), The Blessing and the
Curse brings the Jewish experience vividly to life.

The Genius of Judaism
“The most trusted opinion in rock music” (Billy Corgan, The Smashing Pumpkins),
Matt Pinfield offers the ultimate music fan’s memoir, a chronicle of the songs and
artists that inspired his improbable career alongside some of the all-time greats,
from The Beatles to KISS to U2 to The Killers. Matt Pinfield is the ultimate music
fan. He’s the guy who knows every song, artist, and musical riff ever recorded,
down to the most obscure band’s B-side single on its vinyl-only EP import. As a
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child, music helped Pinfield make sense of the world. Later, as a teenager, Pinfield
would approach his music idols after concerts and explain why he loved their
music. As an adult, rock music inspired his career, fueled relationships, and, at
times, became a life raft. In this expansive, no-holds-barred memoir Pinfield traces
his lifelong music obsession—from the heavy metal that infused his teenage years,
to his first encounters with legends like Lou Reed and The Ramones and how,
through his post-MTV years, he played a major role in bringing nineties alt rock
mainstream. Over his long career Pinfield has interviewed everyone from Paul
McCartney to Nirvana to Jay-Z, earning the trust and admiration of artists and fans
alike. Now, for the first time, Pinfield shares his five decades of stories from the
front lines of rock and roll, exploring how, with nothing more than passion and
moxy, he became a sought-after reporter, unlikely celebrity, and the last word in
popular music. Featuring a rousing collection of best-of lists, favorite tracks, and
artist profiles, All These Things That I’ve Done explains how a born outsider wound
up in the inner circle.

East-Asian Archaeoastronomy
In this dazzling work of historical fiction, the Man Booker International–long-listed
author of War and Turpentine reconstructs the tragic story of a medieval
noblewoman who leaves her home and family for the love of a Jewish boy. In
eleventh-century France, Vigdis Adelaïs, a young woman from a prosperous
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Christian family, falls in love with David Todros, a rabbi’s son and yeshiva student.
To be together, the couple must flee their city, and Vigdis must renounce her life of
privilege and comfort. Pursued by her father’s knights and in constant danger of
betrayal, the lovers embark on a dangerous journey to the south of France, only to
find their brief happiness destroyed by the vicious wave of anti-Semitism sweeping
through Europe with the onset of the First Crusade/ What begins as a story of
forbidden love evolves into a globe-trotting trek spanning continents, as Vigdis
undertakes an epic journey to Cairo and back, enduring the unimaginable in hopes
of finding her lost children. Based on two fragments from the Cairo Genizah—a
repository of more than three hundred thousand manuscripts and documents
stored in the upper chamber of a synagogue in Old Cairo—Stefan Hertmans has
pieced together a remarkable work of imagination, re-creating the tragic story of
two star-crossed lovers whose steps he retraces almost a millennium later.
Blending fact and fiction, and with immense imagination and stylistic ingenuity,
Hertmans painstakingly depicts Vigdis’s terrible trials, bringing the Middle Ages to
life and illuminating a chaotic world of love and hate.

The Jewish Century, New Edition
From the bestselling authors of The Nine Questions People Ask About Judaism
comes a completely revised and updated edition of a modern classic that reflects
the dangerous rise in antisemitism during the twenty-first century. The very word
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Jew continues to arouse passions as does no other religious, national, or political
name. Why have Jews been the object of the most enduring and universal hatred in
history? Why did Hitler consider murdering Jews more important than winning
World War II? Why has the United Nations devoted more time to tiny Israel than to
any other nation on earth? In this seminal study, Dennis Prager and Joseph
Telushkin attempt to uncover and understand the roots of antisemitism -- from the
ancient world to the Holocaust to the current crisis in the Middle East. This
postmillennial edition of Why the Jews? offers new insights and unparalleled
perspectives on some of the most recent, pressing developments in the
contemporary world, including: • The replicating of Nazi antisemitism in the Arab
world • The pervasive anti-Zionism/antisemitism on university campuses • The rise
of antisemitism in Europe • Why the United States and Israel are linked in the
minds of antisemites Clear, persuasive, and thought provoking, Why the Jews? is
must reading for anyone who seeks to understand the unique role of the Jews in
human history.

The Psychosocial Implications of Disney Movies
Since its first appearance in Germany in 1911, Jews and Modern Capitalism has
provoked vehement criticism. As Samuel Z. Klausner emphasizes, the lasting value
of Sombart's work rests not in his results-most of which have long since been
disproved-but in his point of departure. Openly acknowledging his debt to Max
Page 8/39

Bookmark File PDF Genius Anxiety How Jews Changed The World 1847
1947
Weber, Sombart set out to prove the double thesis of the Jewish foundation of
capitalism and the capitalist foundation of Judaism. Klausner, placing Sombart's
work in its historical and societal context, examines the weaknesses and strengths
of Jews and Modern Capitalism.

The Blessing and the Curse: The Jewish People and Their Books
in the Twentieth Century
From an eminent historian of Zionism comes a masterful new biography of Theodor
Herzl

Why Mahler?
Offers a multigenerational series of portraits that follows individuals in their
struggle to salvage a heritage devastated by Communism

The Brain That Changes Itself
This is a book which understands and faces the impact of modernity on the Jewish
community today. Being Jewish Today gives an account of both the journey of a
particular British Jew and the journey of millions of women and men through
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today's perplexing and difficult world. With honesty and integrity Rabbi Tony
Bayfield breaks new ground in exploring the meaning of Jewish identity and its
relationship to Jewish tradition and belief. He does so from the perspective of a
person fully integrated into the modern Western world. The rigorous questions he
asks of his Jewishness, Judaism and the Jewish God are therefore substantially the
same as those asked by individuals of all faiths and none. Beginning with an
account of the journey of Jewish people and thought from ancient times to the
present day, Bayfield goes on to consider Jewish identity, Israel as land and the
scourge of anti-Semitism. He then turns to the twin concerns of Torah: Halakhah –
practice, and Aggadah – ethics, along with the matter of belief in a world faced
with global extinction. Finally, in addressing the manifest injustice of life, Rabbi
Bayfield confronts the widely evaded questions of universal suffering and divine
inaction. Drawing on key religious and secular thinkers who contribute to the force
of his argument, Bayfield's masterful, challenging and urgent book will appeal to all
Jews, whether religious or cultural, and to anyone curious about the nature of
Judaism and religion today.

As the Witnesses Fall Silent: 21st Century Holocaust Education
in Curriculum, Policy and Practice
"A harrowing account of the profoundly consequential decisions American
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universities made about refugee scholars from Nazi-dominated Europe. The United
States' role in saving Europe's intellectual elite from the Nazis is often told as a tale
of triumph, which in many ways it was. America welcomed Albert Einstein and
Enrico Fermi, Hannah Arendt and Herbert Marcuse, Rudolf Carnap and Richard
Courant, among hundreds of other physicists, philosophers, mathematicians,
historians, chemists, and linguists who transformed the American academy. Yet for
every scholar who survived and thrived, many, many more did not. To be hired by
an American university, a refugee scholar had to be world-class and well
connected, not too old and not too young, not too right and not too left and, most
important, not too Jewish. Those who were unable to flee were left to face the
horrors of the Holocaust. In this rigorously researched book, Laurel Leff rescues
from obscurity scholars who were deemed "not worth saving" and tells the riveting,
full story of the hiring decisions universities made during the Nazi era."--Provided
by publisher.

Imperfect
By the time she was eleven and living in the Soviet Union, Lee Kofman had
undergone several major operations on both a defective heart and injuries
sustained in a bus accident. Her body harbours a constellation of disfiguring scars
that have shaped her sense of self and her view of the world. But it wasn’t until she
moved to Israel and later to Australia that she came to think these markings
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weren’t badges of honour to flaunt but were, in fact, imperfections that needed to
be hidden away. In a captivating mix of memoir and cultural critique, Kofman casts
a questioning eye on the myths surrounding our conception of physical perfection
and what it’s like to live in a body that deviates from the norm. She reveals the
subtle ways we are all influenced by the bodies we inhabit, whether our differences
are pronounced or noticeable only to ourselves. She talks to people of all shapes,
sizes and configurations and takes a hard look at the way media and culture tell us
how bodies should and shouldn’t be. Illuminating, confronting and deeply personal,
Imperfect challenges us all to consider how we exist in the world and how our
bodies shape the people we become.

The Song of Names
An astonishing new scientific discovery called neuroplasticity is overthrowing the
centuries-old notion that the adult human brain is fixed and unchanging. It is,
instead, able to change its own structure and function, even into old age.
Psychiatrist and rersearcher Norman Doidge, M.D., travelled around the United
States to meet the brilliant scientists championing neuroplasticity, and the people
whose lives they've transformed — people whose mental limitations or brain
damage were previously seen as unalterable, and whose conditions had long been
dismissed as hopeless. We see a woman born with half a brain that rewired itself to
work as a whole; a woman labeled retarded who cured her deficits with brain
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exercises and now cures those of others; blind people who learn to see; learning
disorders cured; IQs raised; ageing brains rejuvenated; stroke patients recovering
their faculties; children with cerebral palsy learning to move more gracefully;
entrenched depression and anxiety disappearing; and lifelong character traits
changed. Doidge takes us onto terrain that might seem fantastic. We learn that our
thoughts can switch our genes on and off, altering our brain anatomy. We learn
how people of average intelligence can, with brain exercises, improve their
cognition and perception, develop muscle strength, or learn to play a musical
instrument — simply by imagining doing so. Using personal stories from the heart
of this neuroplasticity revolution, Dr Doidge has written an immensely moving,
inspiring book that will permanently alter the way we look at our brains, human
nature, and human potential.

A State at Any Cost
A publishing sensation long at the top of the best-seller lists in Israel, the original
Hebrew edition of Maimonides and the Book That Changed Judaism has been called
the most successful book ever published in Israel on the preeminent medieval
Jewish thinker Moses Maimonides. The works of Maimonides, particularly The Guide
for the Perplexed, are reckoned among the fundamental texts that influenced all
subsequent Jewish philosophy and also proved to be highly influential in Christian
and Islamic thought. Spanning subjects ranging from God, prophecy, miracles,
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revelation, and evil, to politics, messianism, reason in religion, and the therapeutic
role of doubt, Maimonides and the Book That Changed Judaism elucidates the
complex ideas of The Guide in remarkably clear and engaging prose. Drawing on
his own experience as a central figure in the current Israeli renaissance of Jewish
culture and spirituality, Micah Goodman brings Maimonides’s masterwork into
dialogue with the intellectual and spiritual worlds of twenty-first-century readers.
Goodman contends that in Maimonides’s view, the Torah’s purpose is not to bring
clarity about God but rather to make us realize that we do not understand God at
all; not to resolve inscrutable religious issues but to give us insight into the true
nature and purpose of our lives.

Europe Against the Jews, 1880-1945
This volume represents the most comprehensive collection ever produced of
empirical research on Holocaust education around the world. It comes at a critical
time, as the world observes the 70th anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz. We
are now at a turning point, as the generations that witnessed and survived the
Shoah are slowly passing on. Governments are charged with ensuring that this
defining event of the 20th century takes its rightful place in the schooling and the
historical consciousness of their peoples. The policies and practices of Holocaust
education around the world are as diverse as the countries that grapple with its
history and its meaning. Educators around the globe struggle to reconcile national
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histories and memories with the international realities of the Holocaust and its
implications for the present. These efforts take place at a time when scholarship
about the Holocaust itself has made great strides. In this book, these issues are
framed by some of the leading voices in the field, including Elie Wiesel and Yehuda
Bauer, and then explored by many distinguished scholars who represent a wide
range of expertise. Holocaust education is of such significance, so rich in meaning,
so powerful in content, and so diverse in practice that the need for extensive, highquality empirical research is critical. Th is book provides exactly that.

Genius & Anxiety
A portrait of Benjamin Disraeli offers a thoughtful study of the former British prime
minister's lifelong struggle with his Jewish identity, as well as his flirtation with
proto-Zionism, his ideas about power and empire, and his attitude toward the
Middle East and its future. 20,000 first printing.

The Jews Should Keep Quiet
This study controversially suggests genius is made not born by tracing the lives of
famous figures.
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The Book Thief
Marx, Freud, Proust, Einstein, Bernhardt and Kafka. Between the middle of the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries a few dozen men and women changed the way
we see the world. But many have vanished from our collective memory despite
their enduring importance in our daily lives. Without Karl Landsteiner, for instance,
there would be no blood transfusions or major surgery. Without Paul Ehrlich no
chemotherapy. Without Siegfried Marcus no motor car. Without Rosalind Franklin
genetic science would look very different. Without Fritz Haber there would not be
enough food to sustain life on earth. These visionaries all have something in
common – their Jewish origins and a gift for thinking outside the box. In 1847 the
Jewish people made up less than 0.25% of the world’s population, and yet they saw
what others could not. How?

Theodor Herzl
This lively chronicle of the years 1847–1947—the century when the Jewish people
changed how we see the world—is “[a] thrilling and tragic history…especially good
on the ironies and chain-reaction intimacies that make a people and a past” (The
Wall Street Journal). In a hundred-year period, a handful of men and women
changed the world. Many of them are well known—Marx, Freud, Proust, Einstein,
Page 16/39

Bookmark File PDF Genius Anxiety How Jews Changed The World 1847
1947
Kafka. Others have vanished from collective memory despite their enduring
importance in our daily lives. Without Karl Landsteiner, for instance, there would be
no blood transfusions or major surgery. Without Paul Ehrlich, no chemotherapy.
Without Siegfried Marcus, no motor car. Without Rosalind Franklin, genetic science
would look very different. Without Fritz Haber, there would not be enough food to
sustain life on earth. What do these visionaries have in common? They all had
Jewish origins. They all had a gift for thinking in wholly original, even earthshattering ways. In 1847, the Jewish people made up less than 0.25% of the
world’s population, and yet they saw what others could not. How? Why? Norman
Lebrecht has devoted half of his life to pondering and researching the mindset of
the Jewish intellectuals, writers, scientists, and thinkers who turned the tides of
history and shaped the world today as we know it. In Genius & Anxiety, Lebrecht
begins with the Communist Manifesto in 1847 and ends in 1947, when Israel was
founded. This robust, magnificent, beautifully designed volume is “an urgent and
moving history” (The Spectator, UK) and a celebration of Jewish genius and
contribution.

Genius and Anxiety
This lively chronicle of the years 1847–1947—the century when the Jewish people
changed how we see the world—is “[a] thrilling and tragic history…especially good
on the ironies and chain-reaction intimacies that make a people and a past” (The
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Wall Street Journal). In a hundred-year period, a handful of men and women
changed the world. Many of them are well known—Marx, Freud, Proust, Einstein,
Kafka. Others have vanished from collective memory despite their enduring
importance in our daily lives. Without Karl Landsteiner, for instance, there would be
no blood transfusions or major surgery. Without Paul Ehrlich, no chemotherapy.
Without Siegfried Marcus, no motor car. Without Rosalind Franklin, genetic science
would look very different. Without Fritz Haber, there would not be enough food to
sustain life on earth. What do these visionaries have in common? They all had
Jewish origins. They all had a gift for thinking in wholly original, even earthshattering ways. In 1847, the Jewish people made up less than 0.25% of the
world’s population, and yet they saw what others could not. How? Why? Norman
Lebrecht has devoted half of his life to pondering and researching the mindset of
the Jewish intellectuals, writers, scientists, and thinkers who turned the tides of
history and shaped the world today as we know it. In Genius & Anxiety, Lebrecht
begins with the Communist Manifesto in 1847 and ends in 1947, when Israel was
founded. This robust, magnificent, beautifully designed volume is “an urgent and
moving history” (The Spectator, UK) and a celebration of Jewish genius and
contribution.

All These Things That I've Done
'Tom Segev's meticulously researched and most elegantly written new biography
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of David Ben-Gurion is a must for anybody interested in both the glorious and the
dark pages of the history of Zionism and Israel, as reflected throughout the life and
times of the Jewish State's most important founding father' Saul Friedländer,
Pulitzer Prize-winning author of Nazi Germany and the Jews and Where Memory
Leads. As the founder of Israel, David Ben-Gurion long ago secured his reputation
as a leading figure of the twentieth century. Determined from an early age to
create a Jewish state, he took control of the Zionist movement, declared Israel's
independence, and navigated his country through wars, controversies and
remarkable achievements. In this definitive biography, Tom Segev uses previously
unreleased archival material to give an original, nuanced account that transcends
the myths and legends that have built up around the man. He reveals Ben-Gurion's
secret negotiations with the British on the eve of Israel's independence, his
willingness to countenance the forced transfer of Arab neighbours, his relative
indifference to Jerusalem, and his occasional eccentric moments – from UFO
sightings to plans for Israel to acquire territory in South America. The result is a full
and startling portrait of a man who sought a state 'at any cost' – at times through
risk-taking, violence, and unpredictability, and at other times through compromise,
moderation and reason. Segev's Ben-Gurion is neither a saint nor a villain but a
twentieth-century leader whose iron will and complex temperament left a
contentious legacy, and one of the world's most intractable national conflicts.

Josephus's The Jewish War
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Martin Simmonds’ father tells him, “Never trust a musician when he speaks about
love.” The advice comes too late. Martin already loves Dovidl Rapoport, an eerily
gifted Polish violin prodigy whose parents left him in the Simmonds’s care before
they perished in the Holocaust. For a time the two boys are closer than brothers.
But on the day he is to make his official debut, Dovidl disappears. Only 40 years
later does Martin get his first clue about what happened to him. In this ravishing
novel of music and suspense, Norman Lebrecht unravels the strands of love, envy
and exploitation that knot geniuses to their admirers. In doing so he also evokes
the fragile bubble of Jewish life in prewar London; the fearful carnival of the Blitz,
and the gray new world that emerged from its ashes. Bristling with ideas, lambent
with feeling, The Song of Names is a masterful work of the imagination.

The Maestro Myth
An essential introduction to Josephus’s momentous war narrative The Jewish War is
Josephus's superbly evocative account of the Jewish revolt against Rome, which
was crushed in 70 CE with the siege of Jerusalem and the destruction of the
Temple. Martin Goodman describes the life of this book, from its composition in
Greek for a Roman readership to the myriad ways it touched the lives of Jews and
Christians over the span of two millennia. The scion of a priestly Jewish family,
Josephus became a rebel general at the start of the war. Captured by the enemy
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general Vespasian, Josephus predicted correctly that Vespasian would be the
future emperor of Rome and thus witnessed the final stages of the siege of
Jerusalem from the safety of the Roman camp and wrote his history of these
cataclysmic events from a comfortable exile in Rome. His history enjoyed
enormous popularity among Christians, who saw it as a testimony to the world that
gave rise to their faith and a record of the suffering of the Jews due to their
rejection of Christ. Jews were hardly aware of the book until the Renaissance. In
the nineteenth century, Josephus's history became an important source for
recovering Jewish history, yet Jewish enthusiasm for his stories of heroism—such as
the doomed defense of Masada—has been tempered by suspicion of a writer who
betrayed his own people. Goodman provides a concise biography of one of the
greatest war narratives ever written, explaining why Josephus's book continues to
hold such fascination today.

Maimonides and the Book That Changed Judaism
Nearly ten years after its original publication, The Maestro Myth continues to
enthrall readers with its insightful look into the lives and careers of the world's
most celebrated conductors. Now updated and including two new chapters, this
volume portrays the politics and inflated economics surrounding the podiums of
today's international classical music scene, and the obstacles faced by blacks,
women, and gays. From Richard Strauss to Herbert von Karajan to Leonard
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Bernstein to Simon Rattle, The Maesto Myth examines the world of classical music
and the mounting crisis in a profession where genuine talent grows ever scarcer. It
is a must-have resource for music aficiionados as well as anyone interested in the
behind-the-scenes lives of these music masters. Book jacket.

A Hole in the Heart of the World
Part of the Jewish Encounter series Taking in everything from the Kingdom of David
to the Oslo Accords, Ruth Wisse offers a radical new way to think about the Jewish
relationship to power. Traditional Jews believed that upholding the covenant with
God constituted a treaty with the most powerful force in the universe; this later
transformed itself into a belief that, unburdened by a military, Jews could pursue
their religious mission on a purely moral plain. Wisse, an eminent professor of
comparative literature at Harvard, demonstrates how Jewish political weakness
both increased Jewish vulnerability to scapegoating and violence, and unwittingly
goaded power-seeking nations to cast Jews as perpetual targets. Although she sees
hope in the State of Israel, Wisse questions the way the strategies of the Diaspora
continue to drive the Jewish state, echoing Abba Eban's observation that Israel was
the only nation to win a war and then sue for peace. And then she draws a
persuasive parallel to the United States today, as it struggles to figure out how a
liberal democracy can face off against enemies who view Western morality as
weakness. This deeply provocative book is sure to stir debate both inside and
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outside the Jewish world. Wisse's narrative offers a compelling argument that is
rich with history and bristling with contemporary urgency.

Benjamin Disraeli
This masterwork of interpretative history begins with a bold declaration: “The
Modern Age is the Jewish Age, and the twentieth century, in particular, is the
Jewish Century.” The assertion is, of course, metaphorical. But it drives home Yuri
Slezkine’s provocative thesis: Jews have adapted to the modern world so well that
they have become models of what it means to be modern. While focusing on the
drama of the Russian Jews, including émigrés and their offspring, The Jewish
Century is also an incredibly original account of the many faces of
modernity—nationalism, socialism, capitalism, and liberalism. Rich in its insight,
sweeping in its chronology, and fearless in its analysis, this is a landmark
contribution to Jewish, Russian, European, and American history.

Well Worth Saving
From the award-winning historian of the Holocaust, Europe Against the Jews,
1880-1945 is the first book to move beyond Germany’s singular crime to the
collaboration of Europe as a whole. The Holocaust was perpetrated by the
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Germans, but it would not have been possible without the assistance of thousands
of helpers in other countries: state officials, police, and civilians who eagerly
supported the genocide. If we are to fully understand how and why the Holocaust
happened, Götz Aly argues in this groundbreaking study, we must examine its
prehistory throughout Europe. We must look at countries as far-flung as Romania
and France, Russia and Greece, where, decades before the Nazis came to power, a
deadly combination of envy, competition, nationalism, and social upheaval fueled a
surge of anti-Semitism, creating the preconditions for the deportations and murder
to come. In the late nineteenth century, new opportunities for education and social
advancement were opening up, and Jewish minorities took particular advantage of
them, leading to widespread resentment. At the same time, newly created nationstates, especially in the east, were striving for ethnic homogeneity and national
renewal, goals which they saw as inextricably linked. Drawing upon a wide range of
previously unpublished sources, Aly traces the sequence of events that made
persecution of Jews an increasingly acceptable European practice. Ultimately, the
German architects of genocide found support for the Final Solution in nearly all the
countries they occupied or were allied with. Without diminishing the guilt of
German perpetrators, Aly documents the involvement of all of Europe in the
destruction of the Jews, once again deepening our understanding of this most
tormented history.

Genius and Anxiety
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In the years of cultural and political ferment following World War II, a new
generation of Jewish- American writers and thinkers arose to make an indelible
mark on American culture. Commentary was their magazine; the place where they
and other politically sympathetic intellectuals—Hannah Arendt, Saul Bellow, Lionel
Trilling, Alfred Kazin, James Baldwin, Bernard Malamud, Philip Roth, Cynthia Ozick
and many others—shared new work, explored ideas, and argued with each other.
Founded by the offspring of immigrants, Commentary began life as a voice for the
marginalized and a feisty advocate for civil rights and economic justice. But just as
American culture moved in its direction, it began—inexplicably to some—to veer
right, becoming the voice of neoconservativism and defender of the powerful. This
lively history, based on unprecedented access to the magazine's archives and
dozens of original interviews, provocatively explains that shift while recreating the
atmosphere of some of the most exciting decades in American intellectual life.

Jews and Power
An epic, multigenerational story of two rival dynasties who flourished in Shanghai
and Hong Kong as twentieth-century China surged into the modern era, from the
Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist Shanghai, 1936. The Cathay Hotel, located on the
city's famous waterfront, is one of the most glamorous in the world. Built by Victor
Sassoon--billionaire playboy and scion of the Sassoon dynasty--the hotel hosts a
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who's who of global celebrities: Noel Coward has written a draft of Private Lives in
his suite and Charlie Chaplin has entertained his wife-to-be. And a few miles away,
Mao and the nascent Communist Party have been plotting revolution. By the
1930s, the Sassoons had been doing business in China for a century, rivaled in
wealth and influence by only one other dynasty--the Kadoories. These two Jewish
families, both originally from Baghdad, stood astride Chinese business and politics
for more than 175 years, profiting from the Opium Wars; surviving Japanese
occupation; courting Chiang Kai-shek; and losing nearly everything as the
Communists swept into power. In The Last Kings of Shanghai, Jonathan Kaufman
tells the remarkable history of how these families participated in an economic
boom that opened China to the world, but remained blind to the country's deep
inequality and to the political turmoil at their doorsteps. In a story stretching from
Baghdad to Hong Kong to Shanghai to London, Kaufman enters the lives and minds
of these ambitious men and women to forge a tale of opium smuggling, family
rivalry, political intrigue, and survival. The book lays bare the moral compromises
of the Kadoories and the Sassoons--and their exceptional foresight, success, and
generosity. At the height of World War II, they joined together to rescue and
protect eighteen thousand Jewish refugees fleeing Nazism. Though their stay in
China started out as a business opportunity, the country became a home they
were reluctant to leave, even on the eve of revolution. The lavish buildings they
built and the booming businesses they nurtured continue to define Shanghai and
Hong Kong to this day. As the United States confronts China's rise, and China
Page 26/39

Bookmark File PDF Genius Anxiety How Jews Changed The World 1847
1947
grapples with the pressures of breakneck modernization and global power, the longhidden odysseys of the Sassoons and the Kadoories hold a key to understanding
the present moment.

Genius & Anxiety
'I was riveted: this is a fascinating social history.' NIGELLA LAWSON 'Five stars
history on a scale at once intimate and grand.' TELEGRAPH A panoramic new
history of modern Britain, as told through the story of one extraordinary family,
and one groundbreaking company. This is the story of how a family transformed
themselves from penniless immigrants to build a company that revolutionised the
way we eat, drink and are entertained. For over a century, Lyons was everywhere.
Its restaurants and corner houses were on every high street, its coffee and tea in
every cup, its products in every home. But it was a victory that was not easily won.
Told through the lives of five generations, Legacy is at once intimate and
sweeping, charting the tragedy and unimaginable success of one of Britain's most
famous families. It is also an illuminating new exploration of Britain and its place in
the world, from the bestselling author of Hanns and Rudolf and The House by the
Lake. 'A magnificent book endlessly fascinating.' JEWISH CHRONICLE 'How the
Lyons company took on the world a satisfying slab of dynastic history.' GUARDIAN,
'Book of the Day' 'Written with love and imagination a masterclass in historical
empathy.' TLS 'An affectionate and colourful family history.' FINANCIAL TIMES 'Rich
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Fascinating Harding is to be congratulated on this panoramic history.' EVENING
STANDARD 'Endlessly fascinating and hard to put down this is a tour de force.'
JULIA NEUBERGER

The People of the Book
Offers an exploration of what it means to be a Jew, rooted in the Talmudic tradition
of argument and conflict.

Rembrandt's Jews
A momentous and diverse anthology of the influences and inspirations of Yiddish
voices in America—radical, dangerous, and seductive, but also sweet, generous,
and full of life—edited by award-winning authors and scholars Ilan Stavans and
Josh Lambert. Is it possible to conceive of the American diet without bagels? Or
Star Trek without Mr. Spock? Are the creatures in Maurice Sendak’s Where the Wild
Things Are based on Holocaust survivors? And how has Yiddish, a language without
a country, influenced Hollywood? These and other questions are explored in this
stunning and rich anthology of the interplay of Yiddish and American culture,
edited by award-winning authors and scholars Ilan Stavans and Josh Lambert. It
starts with the arrival of Ashkenazi immigrants to New York City’s Lower East Side
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and follows Yiddish as it moves into Hollywood, Broadway, literature, politics, and
resistance. We take deep dives into cuisine, language, popular culture, and even
Yiddish in the other Americas, including Canada, Argentina, Cuba, Mexico, and
Colombia. The book presents a bountiful menu of genres: essays, memoir, song,
letters, poems, recipes, cartoons, conversations, and much more. Authors include
Nobel Prize–winner Isaac Bashevis Singer and luminaries such as Grace Paley,
Cynthia Ozick, Chaim Grade, Michael Chabon, Abraham Cahan, Sophie Tucker,
Blume Lempel, Irving Howe, Paula Vogel, and Liana Finck. Readers will laugh and
cry as they delve into personal stories of assimilation and learn about people from
a diverse variety of backgrounds, Jewish and not, who have made the language
their own. The Yiddish saying states: Der mentsh trakht un got lakht. Man plans
and God laughs. How Yiddish Changed America and How America Changed Yiddish
illustrates how those plans are full of zest, dignity, and tremendous humanity. Most
of all, the book shows us that Yiddish, far from being an endangered language, is
more vibrant than ever. Praise for How Yiddish Changed America and How America
Changed Yiddish: “A wide-ranging, eclectic anthology of work by Yiddish writers.
Stavans and Yiddish Book Center academic director Lambert have assembled an
impressive collection of essays, fiction, drama, memoir, poetry, cartoons, and
interviews, all showing how ‘Yiddish is so deeply woven into the fabric of the
United States that it can sometimes be difficult to recognize how much it has
transformed the world we live in today.’ Among all these are some stunners—e.g.,
‘Oedipus in Brooklyn,’ a story by Blume Lempel (1907-1999) that begins with the
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line, ‘Sylvia was no Jocasta.’ Emma Goldman (1869-1940) writes fiercely about
marriage, which she compares to an ‘iron yoke.’ In a poem about Coney Island,
Victor Packer (1897-1958) writes, ‘Beauty and crudity / Go hand in hand and /
Launch a united front / Right there are on the sand.’ [Cynthia] Ozick (b. 1928)
compares Sholem Aleichem to Dickens, Twain, and Will Rogers. ‘He was a popular
presence, and stupendously so. His lectures and readings were mobbed; he was a
household friend; he was cherished as a family valuable.’ For readers unfamiliar
with Yiddish writing, a revelation; for readers and aficionados of the language, a
treasure.” —Kirkus Reviews, Starred Review “For many people, this will be a
poignant, surprising, and engrossing introduction to the epic survival story of a
singular culture, requiring no foreknowledge of Yiddish, by two of the field's
luminaries. For those of us whose grandparents spoke and understood, and whose
parents only understood—no need to explain that we do neither—this book is the
way back to a language that once meant everything.” —Boris Fishman, author of A
Replacement Life and Savage Feast “This volume is not a chronological exploration
of the Yiddish language in America. Instead, the editors offer portions of some of
the major works of Yiddish literature, poetry, comics, and political thought, by
writers including Isaac Bashevis Singer, Chaim Grade, Cynthia Ozick, and Sophie
Tucker, among others. A delightful chapter concentrates on culinary offerings with
some recipes included. Finally, a fascinating chapter focuses on the influence of
Yiddish in Canada, Argentina, Cuba, Mexico, and Columbia, offering a glimpse of
Yiddishkeit outside Eurocentric views. VERDICT A wonderful compilation sure to
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please new and old lovers of Yiddish culture, Jewish history, and linguistics.”
—Library Journal “Who could resist the lure of a jar of kosher dills on a bright
yellow book cover? Not I. In addition to the pickles what the cover promised was a
certainty that the work represented on its pages, between essays, fiction, poems,
cartoons, etc., would be co-chosen by the indefatigable Ilan Stavans, whose work I
have followed for years. Divided into six parts, starting with ‘Politics and
Possibilities’ and ending with ‘The Other Americas,’ one cannot help but be amazed
by the breadth of Yiddish documents that have been found and preserved from the
past, while marveling at the more contemporary writers who have added richness
and are keeping Yiddish alive. This book is utterly fascinating and a true cultural
artifact.” —Lucy Kogler, Literary Hub “Stavans and Lambert, both accomplished
scholars, aspire to something far more substantial than the Yiddishisms and Jewish
jokes that have come to be associated with Yiddishkayt in American pop culture….
[T]he reader is offered an astonishingly rich and diverse selection of poems,
stories, memoirs, essays, plays, letters, conversations, recipes and reminiscences,
as well as drawings, cartoons and posters by Yiddish artists, each one refracting a
different point of view and a different point of light.” —Jonathan Kirsch, Jewish
Journal

The Convert
A century after his death, Gustav Mahler is the most important composer of
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modern times. Displacing Beethoven as a box-office draw, his music offers more
than the usual listening satisfactions. Many believe it has the power to heal
emotional wounds and ease the pain of death. Others struggle with the intellectual
fascination of its contradictory meanings. Long, loud and seldom easy, his
symphonies are used to accompany acts of mourning and Hollywood melodramas.
Sometimes dismissed as death-obsessed, Mahler is more alive in the 21st century
than ever before. Why Mahler? Why does a Jewish musician from a land without a
name capture the yearnings and anxieties of post-industrial society? Is it the
music, it is the man, or is it the affinity we feel with his productive peak - a decade
when Freud, Einstein, Picasso, Joyce and Mahler reconfigured the ways we
understand life on earth? In this highly original account of Mahler's life and work,
Norman Lebrecht - renowned writer, critic and cultural commentator - explores the
Mahler Effect, a phenomenon that reaches deep into unsuspecting lives, altering
the self-perceptions of world leaders, finance chiefs and working musicians. Why
Mahler? is a multi-layered exploration of the role that music plays as a soundtrack
to our lives.

Why the Jews?
There is a popular and romantic myth about Rembrandt and the Jewish people.
One of history's greatest artists, we are often told, had a special affinity for
Judaism. With so many of Rembrandt's works devoted to stories of the Hebrew
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Bible, and with his apparent penchant for Jewish themes and the sympathetic
portrayal of Jewish faces, it is no wonder that the myth has endured for centuries.
Rembrandt's Jews puts this myth to the test as it examines both the legend and
the reality of Rembrandt's relationship to Jews and Judaism. In his elegantly written
and engrossing tour of Jewish Amsterdam—which begins in 1653 as workers are
repairing Rembrandt's Portuguese-Jewish neighbor's house and completely
disrupting the artist's life and livelihood—Steven Nadler tells us the stories of the
artist's portraits of Jewish sitters, of his mundane and often contentious dealings
with his neighbors in the Jewish quarter of Amsterdam, and of the tolerant setting
that city provided for Sephardic and Ashkenazic Jews fleeing persecution in other
parts of Europe. As Nadler shows, Rembrandt was only one of a number of
prominent seventeenth-century Dutch painters and draftsmen who found
inspiration in Jewish subjects. Looking at other artists, such as the landscape
painter Jacob van Ruisdael and Emmanuel de Witte, a celebrated painter of
architectural interiors, Nadler is able to build a deep and complex account of the
remarkable relationship between Dutch and Jewish cultures in the period,
evidenced in the dispassionate, even ordinary ways in which Jews and their religion
are represented—far from the demonization and grotesque caricatures, the
iconography of the outsider, so often found in depictions of Jews during the Middle
Ages and the Renaissance. Through his close look at paintings, etchings, and
drawings; in his discussion of intellectual and social life during the Dutch Golden
Age; and even through his own travels in pursuit of his subject, Nadler takes the
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reader through Jewish Amsterdam then and now—a trip that, under everthreatening Dutch skies, is full of colorful and eccentric personalities, fiery debates,
and magnificent art.

How Yiddish Changed America and How America Changed
Yiddish
The five million copy bestseller and one of the bestselling books of the 21st
Century. Chosen for the Richard and Judy Bookclub. I tattooed a number on her
arm. She tattooed her name on my heart. In 1942, Lale Sokolov arrived in
Auschwitz-Birkenau. He was given the job of tattooing the prisoners marked for
survival - scratching numbers into his fellow victims' arms in indelible ink to create
what would become one of the most potent symbols of the Holocaust. Waiting in
line to be tattooed, terrified and shaking, was a young girl. For Lale - a dandy, a
jack-the-lad, a bit of a chancer - it was love at first sight. And he was determined
not only to survive himself, but to ensure this woman, Gita, did, too. So begins one
of the most life-affirming, courageous, unforgettable and human stories of the
Holocaust: the love story of the tattooist of Auschwitz. Don't miss Heather Morris's
next book, Stories of Hope. Coming September 2020. ----- 'Extraordinary - moving,
confronting and uplifting . . . I recommend it unreservedly' Greame Simsion 'A
moving and ultimately uplifting story of love, loyalties and friendship amidst the
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horrors of war . . . It's a triumph.' Jill Mansell 'A sincere . . . moving attempt to
speak the unspeakable' Sunday Times

Being Jewish Today
In this volume of 15 articles, contributors from a wide range of disciplines present
their analyses of Disney movies and Disney music, which are mainstays of popular
culture. The power of the Disney brand has heightened the need for academics to
question whether Disney’s films and music function as a tool of the Western elite
that shapes the views of those less empowered. Given its global reach, how the
Walt Disney Company handles the role of race, gender, and sexuality in social
structural inequality merits serious reflection according to a number of the articles
in the volume. On the other hand, other authors argue that Disney productions can
help individuals cope with difficult situations or embrace progressive thinking. The
different approaches to the assessment of Disney films as cultural artifacts also
vary according to the theoretical perspectives guiding the interpretation of both
overt and latent symbolic meaning in the movies. The authors of the 15 articles
encourage readers to engage with the material, showcasing a variety of views
about the good, the bad, and the best way forward.

Child of the Ghetto
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Based on recently discovered documents, The Jews Should Keep Quiet reassesses
the hows and whys behind the Franklin D. Roosevelt administration's fateful
policies during the Holocaust. Rafael Medoff delves into difficult truths: With FDR's
consent, the administration deliberately suppressed European immigration far
below the limits set by U.S. law. His administration also refused to admit Jewish
refugees to the U.S. Virgin Islands, dismissed proposals to use empty Liberty ships
returning from Europe to carry refugees, and rejected pleas to drop bombs on the
railways leading to Auschwitz, even while American planes were bombing targets
only a few miles away--actions that would not have conflicted with the larger goal
of winning the war. What motivated FDR? Medoff explores the sensitive question of
the president's private sentiments toward Jews. Unmasking strong parallels
between Roosevelt's statements regarding Jews and Asians, he connects the
administration's policies of excluding Jewish refugees and interning Japanese
Americans. The Jews Should Keep Quiet further reveals how FDR's personal
relationship with Rabbi Stephen S. Wise, American Jewry's foremost leader in the
1930s and 1940s, swayed the U.S. response to the Holocaust. Documenting how
Roosevelt and others pressured Wise to stifle American Jewish criticism of FDR's
policies, Medoff chronicles how and why the American Jewish community largely
fell in line with Wise. Ultimately Medoff weighs the administration's realistic options
for rescue action, which, if taken, would have saved many lives.

The Last Kings of Shanghai
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The 10th-anniversary edition of the No. 1 international bestseller and modern
classic beloved by millions of readers HERE IS A SMALL FACT - YOU ARE GOING TO
DIE 1939. Nazi Germany. The country is holding its breath. Death has never been
busier. Liesel, a nine-year-old girl, is living with a foster family on Himmel Street.
Her parents have been taken away to a concentration camp. Liesel steals books.
This is her story and the story of the inhabitants of her street when the bombs
begin to fall. SOME IMPORTANT INFORMATION - THIS NOVEL IS NARRATED BY
DEATH The 10th-anniversary edition features pages of bonus content, including
marked-up manuscript pages, original sketches, and pages from the author's
writing notebook.
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