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Theatrocracy
A comprehensive and critically engaged overview of the processes involved in developing and managing a
theatre in the 21st century. Rather than simply giving students the facts and theories to memorise, this
unique textook contains a range of pedagogical tools which encourage students to think like theatre
managers. The chapters apply theory to real life situations so that students can actively engage with
the challenges and issues faced by theatre managers in the industry today.

Play Readings
Acting in Musical Theatre remains the only complete course in approaching a role in a musical. It covers
fundamental skills for novice actors, practical insights for professionals, and even tips to help
veteran musical performers refine their craft. Updates in this expanded and revised second edition
include: A brand new companion website for students and teachers, including Powerpoint lecture slides,
sample syllabi, and checklists for projects and exercises. Learning outcomes for each chapter to guide
teachers and students through the book’s core ideas and lessons New style overviews for pop and jukebox
musicals Extensive updated professional insights from field testing with students, young professionals,
and industry showcases Full-colour production images, bringing each chapter to life Acting in Musical
Theatre’s chapters divide into easy-to-reference units, each containing group and solo exercises, making
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it the definitive textbook for students and practitioners alike.

Theatre and Aural Attention
Theatre and Aural Attention investigates what it is to attend theatre by means of listening. Focusing on
four core aural phenomena in theatre – noise, designed sound, silence, and immersion - George Home-Cook
concludes that theatrical listening involves paying attention to atmospheres.

Theatre and Performance Design
This anthology of plays provides a balance of historical and contemporary masterpieces. The introductory
remarks provide historical, literary, and bibliographic context.

Dead Accounts
A step-by-step guide for adapting literary works to the stage

The Essential Theatre, Enhanced

Theatre of the Book, 1480-1880

The Essential Oscar Wilde
Whether you are a theatre major looking forward to a career in the arts, or a non major interested in an
overview to help you better appreciate theatre as an audience member, THE ESSENTIAL THEATRE is a welcome
and helpful resource. Written by highly respected theatre historians, the text has earned its reputation
as one of the most comprehensive, authoritative surveys of the theatre. Its vibrant treatment of theatre
practice--past and present--catalogs the origins of theatre through postmodernism and performance art.
THE ESSENTIAL THEATRE will encourage you and get you excited about becoming an active theatergoer, while
providing the insight and understanding that will enrich your theatre experience throughout your life.
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On the Art of the Theatre
This comprehensive guide, from the author of Acting in Musical Theatre, will equip aspiring directors
with all of the skills that they will need in order to guide a production from beginning to end. From
the very first conception and collaborations with crew and cast, through rehearsals and technical
production all the way to the final performance, Joe Deer covers the full range. Deer’s accessible and
compellingly practical approach uses proven, repeatable methods for addressing all aspects of a
production. The focus at every stage is on working with others, using insights from experienced,
successful directors to tackle common problems and devise solutions. Each section uses the same
structure, to stimulate creative thinking: Timetables: detailed instructions on what to do and when, to
provide a flexible organization template Prompts and Investigations: addressing conceptual questions
about style, characterization and design Skills Workshops: Exercises and ‘how-to’ guides to essential
skills Essential Forms and Formats: Including staging notation, script annotation and rehearsal
checklists Case Studies: Well-known productions show how to apply each chapter’s ideas Directing in
Musical Theatre not only provides all of the essential skills, but explains when and how to put them to
use; how to think like a director.

Sewing Techniques for Theatre
Illustrated Theatre Production Guide delivers a step-by-step approach to the most prevalent and
established theatreproduction practices, focusing on essential issues related to the construction of
wooden, fabric, plastic, and metal scenery used on the stage. A must-have resource for both the
community theatre worker who must be a jack of all trades and the student who needs to learn the
fundamentals on his or her own, it covers the necessities in great detail, without bogging you down.
Offering techniques and best-practice methods from an experienced industry expert, it will allow you to
create a foundation on which to build a successful and resourceful career behind the scenes in theatre
production. This third edition has been completely restructured to more effectively lead you through the
basics of stagecraft. Through detailed lessons and hundreds of drawings, author John Holloway offers you
solutions to the problems that you’ll face every day in a production, from rigging to knot tying. New to
this edition are guides to jobs in theatre, construction documentation, and video projection methods,
with expanded information on Thrust Theatres, lighting, audio and video practices.

Theatrical Worlds
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Theatre of the Book is an account of the entangled histories of print and the theatre in Europe between
the Renaissance and the late nineteenth century: a history of European dramatic publication (providing
comparative and historical perspective to the growing field of textual studies); anexamination of the
creation of the modern notion of text and performance; and a comparative genealogy of ideas about
theatrical and textual reception. It shows that, far from being marginal to Renaissance dramatists, the
printing press had an essential role to play in the birth of the moderntheatre, crucially shaping the
normative conception of 'theatre' as a distinct aesthetic medium and of drama as a distinct narrative
form, helping to forge a theatricalist aesthetics in opposition to 'the book'. Treating playtexts,
engravings, actor portraits, notation systems, and theatricalephemera at once as material objects and
expressions of complex cultural formations, Theatre of the Book examines the European theatre's
continual refashioning of itself in the world of print.

The Essential Theatre
The Director’s Craft is a unique and completely indispensable step-by-step guide to directing for the
stage. Written by one of the most adventurous and respected directors working today, this book will be
an essential item in every student and practitioner’s kitbag. It provides detailed assistance with each
aspect of the varied challenges facing all theatre directors, and does so with startling clarity. It
will inspire everyone, from the beginner just starting out to the experienced practitioner looking to
reinvigorate their practice. Katie Mitchell shares and explains the key practical tools she uses to
approach her work with both actors, production teams, and the text itself. She addresses topics such as:
the ideas that underpin a play’s text preparing improvizations Twelve Golden Rules for working with
actors managing the transition from rehearsal room to theatre analyzing your work after a run has ended.
Each chapter concludes with a summary of its critical points, making this an ideal reference work for
both directors and actors at any stage of their development.

The Theatre of Shelley
World Theatre: The Basics presents a well-rounded introduction to non-Western theatre, exploring the
history and current practice of theatrical traditions in Asia, Africa, the Middle East, Oceania, the
Caribbean, and the non-English-speaking cultures of the Americas. Featuring a selection of case studies
and examples from each region, it helps the reader to understand the key issues surrounding world
theatre scholarship and global, postcolonial, and transnational performance practices. An essential read
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for anyone seeking to learn more about world theatre, World Theatre: The Basics provides a clear,
accessible roadmap for approaching non-Western theatre.

A Sourcebook on Feminist Theatre and Performance
Jack's unexpected return throws his family into a frenzy, and his sister Lorna needs answers. Is he
coming home or running away? Where is his wife everyone hates? And how did he get all that money?
Theresa Rebeck's new comedy tackles the timely issues of corporate greed, small town values, and whether
or not your family will always welcome you back with no questions asked.

Directing in Musical Theatre
This introduction to theatre design explains the theories, strategies, and tools of practical design
work for the undergraduate student. Through its numerous illustrated case studies and analysis of key
terms, students will build an understanding of the design process and be able to: identify the
fundamentals of theatre design and scenography recognize the role of individual design areas such as
scenery, costume, lighting and sound develop both conceptual and analytical thinking Communicate their
own understanding of complex design work trace the traditions of stage design, from Sebastiano Serlio to
Julie Taymor. Demonstrating the dynamics of good design through the work of influential designers,
Stephen Di Benedetto also looks in depth at script analysis, stylistic considerations and the importance
of collaboration to the designer’s craft. This is an essential guide for students and teachers of
theatre design. Readers will form not only a strong ability to explain and understand the process of
design, but also the basic skills required to conceive and realise designs of their own.

Shakespeare, Theatre, and Time
Based on the author's thesis (Ph.D., Anglia Ruskin University).

The Director's Craft
"Ensemble Theatre Making: A Practical Guide is the first comprehensive diagnostic handbook for building,
caring for and maintaining ensemble. Successful ensembles don't happen by chance: they can be created,
nurtured and maintained through specific actions taken by ensemble leaders and members. Ensemble Theatre
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Making provides a thorough step-by-step process to consistently achieve the collaborative dynamic that
leads to the group trust, commitment and sacrifice necessary for the success of a common goal.Through
planning and preparation, investigating the essential building blocks of ensemble, identifying ensemble
behaviours and techniques of responding to those behaviours, Ensemble Theatre Making gives tools,
techniques and recipes for bringing ensemble from the realm of luck into a grounded practice. This
conversational, straight-forward guide gives clarity and practical guidance to the sometimes mystifying
questions of what creates ensemble bonds, how to fix them when they start to break, and how to
strengthen and protect them"--

The Theatre: an Introduction

Stage Management
Theatrocracy is a book about the power of the theatre, how it can affect the people who experience it,
and the societies within which it is embedded. It takes as its model the earliest theatrical form we
possess complete plays from, the classical Greek theatre of the fifth century BCE, and offers a new
approach to understanding how ancient drama operated in performance and became such an influential
social, cultural, and political force, inspiring and being influenced by revolutionary developments in
political engagement and citizen discourse. Key performative elements of Greek theatre are analyzed from
the perspective of the cognitive sciences as embodied, live, enacted events, with new approaches to
narrative, space, masks, movement, music, words, emotions, and empathy. This groundbreaking study
combines research from the fields of the affective sciences - the study of human emotions - including
cognitive theory, neuroscience, psychology, artificial intelligence, psychiatry, and cognitive
archaeology, with classical, theatre, and performance studies. This book revisits what Plato found so
unsettling about drama - its ability to produce a theatrocracy, a "government" of spectators - and
argues that this was not a negative but an essential element of Athenian theatre. It shows that Athenian
drama provided a place of alterity where audiences were exposed to different viewpoints and radical
perspectives. This perspective was, and is, vital in a freethinking democratic society where people are
expected to vote on matters of state. In order to achieve this goal, the theatre offered a dissociative
and absorbing experience that enhanced emotionality, deepened understanding, and promoted empathy. There
was, and still is, an urgent imperative for theatre.
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The Essential Theatre
Play Readings: A Complete Guide for Theatre Practitioners demystifies the standards and protocols of a
play reading, demonstrating how to create effective and evocative readings for those new to or
inexperienced with the genre. It examines all of the essential considerations involved in readings,
including the use of the venue, pre-reading preparations, playwright/director communication,
editing/adapting stage directions, casting, using the limited rehearsal time effectively, simple
"staging" suggestions, working with actors, handling complex stage directions, talkbacks, and limiting
the use of props, costumes, and music. A variety of readings are covered, including readings of
musicals, operas, and period plays, for comprehensive coverage of this increasingly prevalent production
form.

Plays for the Theatre
This essential handbook is aimed at students, graduates, and all aspirants to stage managership, whether
amateur or professional, whether the production is on a large or small scale. "The clearest and most
practical comprehensive work on the subject that I have seen."--The Stage

Theatre and Politics
Noted as one of the most comprehensive, authoritative surveys of the theatre in academia, THE ESSENTIAL
THEATRE, 11th Edition, engages readers and gets them excited about theatre. Drawing from the expertise
of the authors as dedicated teachers, published scholars, and practicing artists, this text is ideal for
an introductory theatre course. It's vibrant and numerous representations of current and classic
performances encourage students to become active theatergoers and fans. The Eleventh Edition includes an
all-new chapter devoted to musical theatre, while the thoroughly revised chapter on acting covers the
diversity of contemporary approaches. The text also includes numerous new photos, new Then and Now
boxes, and expanded use of dates to provide context for artists' major works. Important Notice: Media
content referenced within the product description or the product text may not be available in the ebook
version.

Theatre, Performance and Change
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Sewing Techniques for Theatre: An Essential Guide for Beginners distills the intimidating art of sewing
down into simple, quick, and effective lessons to prepare readers for an entry-level position in a
costume shop. The lessons follow an hour-by-hour structure, offering detailed instructions to creating
11 sewing samples, a scrub shirt, and a tote bag. Embedded in the projects' directions are lecture
materials on safety, irons, fabric, and patterns. With a wealth of hands-on exercises, review questions,
photographs, and step-by-step instructions for compiling a portfolio, this guide teaches aspiring
costume technicians about the culture and machinery of the costume shop, and equips them with the
necessary skills to begin their career as members of a costume shop team.

Theatre Management
That Shakespeare thematized time thoroughly, almost obsessively, in his plays is well established: time
is, among other things, a 'devourer' (Love's Labour's Lost), one who can untie knots (Twelfth Night),
or, perhaps most famously, simply ‘out of joint’ (Hamlet). Yet most critical commentary on time and
Shakespeare tends to incorporate little focus on time as an essential - if elusive - element of stage
praxis. This book aims to fill that gap; Wagner's focus is specifically performative, asking after time
as a stage phenomenon rather than a literary theme or poetic metaphor. His primary approach is
phenomenological, as the book aims to describe how time operates on Shakespearean stages. Through
philosophical, historiographical, dramaturgical, and performative perspectives, Wagner examines the ways
in which theatrical activity generates a manifest presence of time, and he demonstrates Shakespeare’s
acute awareness and manipulation of this phenomenon. Underpinning these investigations is the argument
that theatrical time, and especially Shakespearean time, is rooted in temporal conflict and ‘thickness’
(the heightened sense of the present moment bearing the weight of both the past and the future).
Throughout the book, Wagner traces the ways in which time transcends thematic and metaphorical
functions, and forms an essential part of Shakespearean stage praxis.

The Essential Theatre
Theatre and Boxing focuses on a problem which is of paramount importance for any theatre practitioner
and researcher: the actor's believable body. This problem has been taken up by Stanislavski, Meyerhold,
Artaud, Brecht, Decroux, Copeau, Grotowski, and many others. It is an essential hurdle for all who
practice the theatrical craft or want to study it theoretically. This hurdle can be considered one of
the foundations of theatre science and of the relationship between technique, politics and ethics. This
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book tells the story of a revolution in the work of the actor in the early- and mid-20th century, a
period in which the focus of theatrical interest shifted from the emotions to the body. The actor's body
became a tool for purveying a dynamic set of actions which often transformed the very actor himself.
This new centrality of the body also drew attention to those places in which the body is central: the
gym, the boxing ring and the circus with its trapezes and tightropes became, together with the stage,
laboratories for the theatre. Thus, in addition to the reformers of the theatre the pages of this book
are filled with boxers, acrobats, gymnasts and wrestlers, pursuers of an utopia: the "actor who flies".

Ensemble Theatre Making
Musical Theatre Song is a handbook for musical theatre performers, providing them with the wide-ranging
skill set they need for success in today's competitive musical theatre environment. Breaking down the
process into knowing how to select your song material based upon your individuality and how to prepare
and perform it in a manner that best highlights your attributes, Stephen Purdy provides a succinct and
personalized trajectory toward presentation, taking the reader through a series of challenges that is
designed to evoke original, personal and vibrant song performances. Written by renowned Broadway and
West End vocal and audition coach Stephen Purdy, Musical Theatre Song is a must-have guide for all
performers who are looking to succeed in the musical theatre industry.

Essential Theatre
Whether you are a theatre major looking forward to a career in the arts, or a non major interested in an
overview to help you better appreciate theatre as an audience member, THE ESSENTIAL THEATRE Enhanced 10E
is a welcome and helpful resource. Written by highly respected theatre historians, the text has earned
its reputation as one of the most comprehensive, authoritative surveys of the theatre. Its vibrant
treatment of theatre practice--past and present--catalogs the origins of theatre through postmodernism
and performance art. THE ESSENTIAL THEATRE will encourage you and get you excited about becoming an
active theatergoer, while providing the insight and understanding that will enrich your theatre
experience throughout your life. Important Notice: Media content referenced within the product
description or the product text may not be available in the ebook version.

The Essential Theatre
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Now in a second edition, Theatre Studies: The Basics is a fully updated guide to the wonderful world of
theatre. The practical and theoretical dimensions of theatre – from acting to audience – are woven
together throughout to provide an integrated introduction to the study of drama, theatre and
performance. Topics covered include: dramatic genres, from tragedy to political documentary theories of
performance the history of the theatre in the West acting, directing and scenography With a glossary,
chapter summaries and suggestions for further reading throughout, Theatre Studies: the Basics remains
the ideal starting point for anyone new to the subject.

The Necessity of Theater
What is unique and essential about theater? What separates it from other arts? Do we need "theater" in
some fundamental way? The art of theater, as Paul Woodruff says in this elegant and unique book, is as
necessary - and as powerful - as language itself. Defining theater broadly, including sporting events
and social rituals, he treats traditional theater as only one possibility in an art that - at its most
powerful - can change lives and (as some peoples believe) bring a divine presence to earth. The
Necessity of Theater analyzes the unique power of theater by separating it into the twin arts of
watching and being watched, practiced together in harmony by watchers and the watched. Whereas
performers practice the art of being watched - making their actions worth watching, and paying attention
to action, choice, plot, character, mimesis, and the sacredness of performance space - audiences
practice the art of watching: paying close attention. A good audience is emotionally engaged as
spectators; their engagement takes a form of empathy that can lead to a special kind of human wisdom. As
Plato implied, theater cannot teach us transcendent truths, but it can teach us about ourselves.
Characteristically thoughtful, probing, and original, Paul Woodruff makes the case for theater as a
unique form of expression connected to our most human instincts. The Necessity of Theater should appeal
to anyone seriously interested or involved in theater or performance more broadly.

Musical Theatre Song
This book works to 'make change strange' from and for the field of theatre and performance studies.
Growing from the idea that change is an under-interrogated category that over-determines theatre and
performance as an artistic, social, educational, and material practice, the scholars and practitioners
gathered here (including specialists in theatre history and literature, educational theatre, youth arts,
arts policy, socially invested theatre, and activist performance) take up the question of change in
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thirty-five short essays. For anyone who has wondered about the relationships between theatre,
performance and change itself, this book is an essential conversation starter.

Theatre Studies: The Basics
Whether you are a theatre major looking forward to a career in the arts or a non-major interested in an
overview to increase your appreciation as an audience member, THE ESSENTIAL THEATRE, 11th Edition,
provides an engaging, insightful, and informative resource that will enrich your theatre experience
throughout your life. Written by highly respected teachers and theatre historians, the text has earned
its reputation as one of the most comprehensive, authoritative surveys of the theatre. Its vibrant
treatment of theatre practice--past and present--catalogs the origins of theatre through postmodernism
and performance art. The Eleventh Edition includes an all-new chapter devoted to musical theatre, new
"Then and Now" boxes that link theatre history to present-day, and numerous new photos--including photos
of actors you will quickly recognize from film and television.

Illustrated Theatre Production Guide
"An Introduction to Technical Theatre draws on the author's experience in both the theatre and the
classroom over the last 30 years. Intended as a resource for both secondary and post-secondary theatre
courses, this text provides a comprehensive overview of technical theatre, including terminology and
general practices. Introduction to Technical Theatre's accessible format is ideal for students at all
levels, including those studying technical theatre as an elective part of their education. The text's
modular format is also intended to assist teachers approach the subject at their own pace and structure,
a necessity for those who may regularly rearrange their syllabi around productions and space scheduling"
-- From publisher website.

Twelve Plays for Theatre
What is the secret DNA of theater? What makes it unique from its sister arts? Why was it invented? Why
does it persist? And now, in such an advanced technological age, why do we still feel compelled to
return to a mode of expression that was invented over two thousand years ago? These are some of the
foundational questions that are asked in this study of theater from its inception to today. The Secret
Life of Theater begins with a look at theater’s origins in Ancient Greece. Next, it moves on to examine
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the history and nature of theater, from Agamenon to Angels in America,
directions, revealing the many unspoken languages that are employed to
Finally, it looks at theater’s ever-shifting strategies of engendering
emotion, allowing the form to become a rare space where one can feel a
an age when many studies are concerned with the "how" of theater, this
essential "why." The Secret Life of Theater suggests that by reframing
this unique and ever-vital medium of expression.

through theater’s use of stage
communicate with its audiences.
fellow-feeling through the use of
thought and think a feeling. In
work returns us to theatre’s
the question we can re-enchant

Page to Stage
Theatre and Performance Design: A Reader in Scenography is an essential resource for those interested in
the visual composition of performance and related scenographic practices. Theatre and performance
studies, cultural theory, fine art, philosophy and the social sciences are brought together in one
volume to examine the principle forces that inform understanding of theatre and performance design. The
volume is organised thematically in five sections: looking, the experience of seeing space and place the
designer: the scenographic bodies in space making meaning This major collection of key writings provides
a much needed critical and contextual framework for the analysis of theatre and performance design. By
locating this study within the broader field of scenography – the term increasingly used to describe a
more integrated reading of performance – this unique anthology recognises the role played by all the
elements of production in the creation of meaning. Contributors include Josef Svoboda, Richard Foreman,
Roland Barthes, Oscar Schlemmer, Maurice Merleau-Ponty, Richard Schechner, Jonathan Crary, Elizabeth
Wilson, Henri Lefebvre, Adolph Appia and Herbert Blau.

World Theatre
What happens to politics when it takes the form of theatre? How has theatre both exploited and
undermined politics both in society and on the stage? Theatre& Politics explores the complex
relationship between theatre and politics, questioning some of the assumptions that often arise when
they are brought together. Challenging ideas about 'entertainment' and 'communication', the book draws
on a broad range of key writing from Plato to Rancière, and theatrical examples from Shakespeare and his
adaptors through Peter Handke to debbie tucker green.

Theatre and Boxing
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This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is part of the knowledge base
of civilization as we know it. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we
concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to
the public. To ensure a quality reading experience, this work has been proofread and republished using a
format that seamlessly blends the original graphical elements with text in an easy-to-read typeface. We
appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of
keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

Acting in Musical Theatre

An Introduction to Technical Theatre
"From the University of Florida College of Fine Arts, Charlie Mitchell and distinguished colleagues form
across America present an introductory text for theatre and theoretical production. This book seeks to
give insight into the people and processes that create theater. It does not strip away the feeling of
magic but to add wonder for the artistry that make a production work well." -- Open Textbook Library.

The Secret Life of Theater
Collected her in one omnibus edition are Oscar Wilde's most important works including The Importance of
Being Earnest, The Picture of Dorian Gray, Salome, Selected Poems of Oscar Wilde, The Soul of Man Under
Socialism, The Happy Prince and Other Tales, and The Canterville Ghost. These works of poetry, fiction,
drama, and prose encompass Wilde's entire career and they display his range of style and wit. Wilde is
one of the most important writers in the history of the English language. Wilder Publications is a green
publisher. All of our books are printed to order. This reduces waste and helps us keep prices low while
greatly reducing our impact on the environment.

An Introduction to Theatre Design
This work is a unique collection of key articles on feminist theatre and performance form The Drama
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Review (TDR). Carol Martin juxtaposes theory and practice to provide an exceptionally comprehensive
overview of the development of feminist theatre. This outstanding collection includes key texts by
theorists such as Elin Diamond, Peggy Phelan and Lynda Hart and interviews with practitioners including
Anna Deveare Smith and Robbie McCauley. It also contains full performances texts by two of the most
influential and controversial practiitioners of feminist theatre: Dress Suits to Hire by Holly Hughes
and The Constant State of Desire by Karen Finley. A Sourcebook on Feminist Theatre and Performance is an
essential purchase for students of theatre studies, performance studies and women's theatre.
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